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The FY23 NDAA also includes his-

toric reforms to the military justice 
system and extends an innovative tool 
to address the backlog in infrastruc-
ture needs at DOD laboratories that is 
used by multiple Maryland military in-
stallations. It includes provisions I au-
thored in the State Department Au-
thorization Act requiring the Depart-
ment to submit recommendations to 
Congress to streamline the security 
clearance process and mandating that 
passport applicants be given the option 
to have supporting documents returned 
to them by certified mail. This legisla-
tion also includes the Water Resources 
Development Act, which advances sev-
eral key Maryland priorities, such as 
resources to ensure our shipping chan-
nels and other waterways remain clear 
and accessible for navigation, support 
for a variety of local water infrastruc-
ture projects, and funding authoriza-
tion for Chesapeake Bay watershed en-
vironmental restoration. Lastly, this 
bill includes funding and language that 
is critical to supporting Maryland’s 
military installations, including $175 
million in authorized military con-
struction. The bill also includes report 
language ensuring the Army’s contin-
ued support for the demolition of con-
taminated facilities at Aberdeen Prov-
ing Ground. 

While I am pleased with many of the 
provisions included in this bill and 
voted for its passage, I do have signifi-
cant reservations. 

I believe it is a mistake to continue 
funding for the research and develop-
ment, production, or deployment of the 
nuclear-armed sea-launched cruise mis-
sile—SLCM-N—and its associated nu-
clear warhead. The United States al-
ready possesses an array of nonstra-
tegic nuclear capabilities that fulfill 
our theater nuclear deterrence mis-
sions and reassure our allies of our ex-
tended deterrence commitments. In its 
2019 cost estimate of U.S. nuclear 
weapons programs, the CBO projected 
that the SLCM-N would cost $9 billion 
through 2028. This projection does not 
account for production costs after 2028, 
nor does it factor in costs associated 
with integrating the missile on ships, 
nuclear weapons training for personnel, 
and storage and security for nuclear 
warheads on naval bases. Not only is 
the program a waste of money, it will 
also dangerously raise the risk of nu-
clear miscalculation and escalation. 

I regret that the bill does not include 
the Upholding Human Rights Abroad 
Act, which I introduced with Rep-
resentative JACOBS to close a loophole 
that allows some U.S. security assist-
ance to foreign forces without being 
subject to Leahy Law restrictions that 
bar U.S. military assistance to units 
credibly believed to have engaged in 
gross violations of human rights. This 
is a simple, straightforward matter of 
the United States living up to our most 
basic commitments as a member of the 
international community. 

I also regret that the bill does not in-
clude the District of Columbia Na-

tional Guard Home Rule Act, which 
would give the D.C. Mayor the same 
control over the D.C. National Guard 
that the Governors of the States and 
Territories have over their National 
Guards. The attack on the U.S. Capitol 
on January 6, 2021, and the events at 
Lafayette Square on June 1, 2020, are 
prime examples of why the D.C. Mayor 
should control the D.C. National 
Guard. Denying this authority to the 
D.C. Mayor adds needless layers of bu-
reaucracy between the emergency of a 
situation requiring the deployment of 
the Guard and its actual deployment. 
Moreover, current law creates a dan-
gerous loophole by which a President 
may evade the Posse Comitatus Act 
and use the military for civilian law 
enforcement. I will continue to work 
with Senator CARPER and Representa-
tive NORTON to pass this legislation in 
the next Congress. 

Finally, I believe that this bill fails 
to reckon seriously with the long-term 
budget challenges facing our country. 
We simply cannot afford to continue 
this level of investment in defense at 
the expense of other critical national 
priorities. I oppose the decision to in-
vest an additional $45 billion over the 
President’s budget request for defense 
while we continue to underinvest in di-
plomacy, development, and a wide 
range of critical domestic priorities. 

While I am opposed to some of the 
provisions in this bill and disappointed 
by the omission of others, I believe 
that, on balance, the NDAA will 
strengthen our national security and 
advance other important national pri-
orities. For that reason, I voted in sup-
port of final passage. 
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175TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE U.S. 
ARMY CORPS OF ENGINEERS, 
BALTIMORE DISTRICT 
Mr. CARDIN. Madam President, I 

rise on behalf of myself and my col-
league Senator VAN HOLLEN to con-
gratulate the Army Corps of Engineers, 
Baltimore District, on the occasion of 
its 175th anniversary. The Baltimore 
District has a long and storied history 
from the early 1800s and the construc-
tion of Fort McHenry, protecting Balti-
more against British attacks in the 
War of 1812. When the threat of coastal 
attack diminished in the 1820s, the Bal-
timore District turned its attention to 
work that signified the start of its civil 
works mission, developing roadways, 
railways, canals, and more. Today, the 
Baltimore District’s mission is to de-
liver vital engineering solutions in col-
laboration with its partners to 
strengthen the Nation, energize the 
economy, and reduce disaster risks. 
With approximately 1,200 employees, 
the District’s work spans Maryland; 
northern Virginia; Washington, DC; 
West Virginia; Pennsylvania; Dela-
ware; lower central New York; overseas 
locations; and across the Susquehanna, 
Potomac and Chesapeake Bay water-
sheds. 

The Baltimore District has an exten-
sive flood risk management program, 

inspecting nearly 150 miles of levee 
systems and operating 16 dams, con-
tributing to the prevention of more 
than $16 billion in flood damages to 
date. The District maintains 290 miles 
of Federal channels, including dredging 
for Baltimore Harbor, from which ma-
terial is used beneficially in projects 
such as the expansion of Poplar Island 
in the Chesapeake Bay and the con-
struction of the Mid-Chesapeake Bay 
Island Ecosystem Restoration project. 
The District carries out important res-
toration work for native oyster popu-
lations in the Bay. The Baltimore Dis-
trict is the only district to operate a 
public utility—the Washington Aque-
duct—that produces an average of 135 
million gallons of drinking water per 
day at two treatment plants for ap-
proximately 1 million people living, 
working, or visiting the National Cap-
ital Region. The District also cleans up 
Formerly Used Defense Sites, decom-
missions and deactivates former nu-
clear power plants, and performs clean-
up of low-level radioactive waste from 
the Nation’s early atomic weapons pro-
gram. The Baltimore District executes 
a robust military construction pro-
gram and provides real estate services. 
These civil and military missions and 
diverse engineering services support 
communities and our military while 
protecting our national security. With 
today’s ever-evolving and complex 
challenges, the urgency of climate 
change, and the connections between 
ecosystem health, environmental qual-
ity, and economic growth, the work of 
the Baltimore District is more vital 
than ever. 

Senator VAN HOLLEN and I congratu-
late the Baltimore District on its 175th 
anniversary; we are proud of its head-
quarters’ presence in Baltimore, and 
we look forward to its ongoing and fu-
ture collaborations in Maryland and 
the wider region it serves. 
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RECOGNIZING HELP COMMITTEE 
STAFF 

Mrs. MURRAY. Madam President, I 
ask that the following names be placed 
in the RECORD in recognition of the 
outstanding service of my staff on the 
Committee on Health, Education, 
Labor, and Pensions over the past 8 
years. I thank them all for their serv-
ice. 

Lori Achman, Wade Ackerman, Anali 
Alegria, Viviann Anguiano, Kalah 
Auchincloss, Katlin McKelvie-Backfield, 
Mary Barry, Nick Bath, Lauren Battle, 
Amanda Beaumont, Katie Berger, Jane 
Bigham, Katherine Blizinsky, Sarah Bolton, 
Kathleen Borschow, Remy Brim, Aissa 
Canchola, Greg Carter, Scott Cheney, Molly 
Click, Leslie Clithero, Megan Colon, Manuel 
Contreras, Jake Cornett, Jeff Crooks, Sarah 
Cupp, Elizabeth Darnall, John D’Elia, Gar-
rett Devenney, Abigail Durak, Okey Enyia, 
Ariel Evans, Amanda Ferguson, Chris Fisk, 
Ian Foss, Andi Lipstein Fristedt, Christy 
Gaines, Jose Garcia, Sabah Ghulamali, Colin 
Goldfinch, Sabrina Gonzalez, Melissa Green-
berg, Laura Gyamfi, Tiffany Haas, Helen 
Hare, Nichole Holm, Leanne Hotek, Megan 
Howard, Michael Huggins, Kendra Isaacson, 
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